
poison generated by tho diphtheria bacillus and tho
material which produces immunity, are two distinct
substances. In the culture fluid they both exist. The
former begins to lose its properties at from 55 to 60°
0. The latter can endure a higher temperature, but
above 70° C, it becomes weakened.

This preventive substance is therapeutically of no
use. If animals are infected with virulent bacteria,
and immediately afterward receive an injection of the
substance, no immunity is obtained ; on the contrary,
they die rather faster than without the injection. The
method is therefore uot applicable as a cure for diph-
theria, although the possibility is suggested that a
similar process may be of use in infectious diseases
which have a long period of incubation.

PRESCRIPTIONS.
Pediculi Pubis. — Brocq1uses the following lo-

tion :
It Corrosivo subliinato .... gr. v.
Vinegar.3 llj. -M.

This not only kills the pediculi, but also detaches
the nits.

Hebra recommends this ointment:
11 Calomel.

Bismulh. subnitrat.fifi 3 j.
i 11... 11... i.gun]. 3 j. 51.

Ft. unguonlum.
Slg. Rub on thoroughly twloo a day.

Creolin in Erysipelas. — Rothe2 has used in the
treatment of erysipelas the following ointment:

It Creolin. gr. xxlv.
Cret. pruop.
AiliplB. RS 3 lv.
01. month,pii. gits. v. M.

This is spread in the thickness of the blade of a knife
over the diseased parts twice or three times a day, a
thin layer of cotton wool being applied as a covering.
The same ointment also did good service in a case of
weeping eczema of the face, as also in several cases
of eczema in children. A patient suffering from
scabies was treated with a thorough washing with soft
soap and inunction of this ointment, with such a de-
cided effect, that Dr. Rothe considers creolin to be
undoubtedly a specific for the disease.

The method of Koch " consists in applying, by means
of a camel's-hair pencil, the following ointment in a

perfectly thin layer over the affected parts :

ft Creolin.1part.
I. ..I. .i i.mi.4parts.
Lanolin.10parts. M.

After the ointment is applied, it is covered with a
thin layer of gutta-percha. This method is said to be
especially applicable to erysipelas of the face and of
the hairy scalp.

1 Gtasettedefl Hopltoaux.
 liriitah Journal Of Dermatology, November, 18U0.
s Therapeutic Gazette, October 15th.
* L'Union Médicale. a Medical Newa.

Correspondence.
THE FIRST ADMINISTRATION OF ETHER.

Boston, January 3, 18!U.
Ma. Editor :

—

Dr. Jewett communicates in the last
Dumber of the Journal an incident connected with the
first public surgical operation under ether by Dr. Warren,
on October Hi, 184(i, which he is quite right in thinking

has not been published. The reason is that it did not
occur on that occasion.

It appears from Dr. Jewett's account (1) that the pa-tient was a woman ; (2) that the operation was for ¡i malig-nant tumor of the upper jaw ; (3) that through defect or
mismanagement of the apparatus the patient was asphyx-iated and suffered no pain. In confirmation of all which
Dr. Jewett tells us that he sat where he could sec the
minutest details.

Nevertheless, the facts are, (1) that the only patientoperated on under ether by Dr. Warren at the first publictrial on October 16, 1846, was a man; (2) that the opera-tion was for a vascular tumor of the neck; (3) that far
from being in need of resuscitation, the patient was not
profoundly unconscious during the operation, but spokeincoherently during the latter part of it, and experienced
some ¡tain.The reason why it is worth while to correct Dr. Jewett's
reminiscences is that a serious charge is implied ; to wit,that the anaesthesia obtained at the first surgical operation
was due to asphyxia, but was represented as the effect of
ether. This is very certainly untrue.

I do not doubt that Dr. Jewett's error arose from a lapseof memory, and that such an accident as he describes mayhave occurred on a subsequent occasion. This, however,
entirely changes its significance.Dr. Jewett must excuse me for saying that he was bound
to be sure of his facts before making? such a statement.

Very truly yours, Thomas Dwight, M.D.

THE STUDY OF MUSHROOMS.
A Reply and Correction.

Boston, January S, 1890.
Mit. EDITOR! — The tone of the article in your issue of

December 4th, signed Julius A. Palmer, Jr., would implythat the slight criticism of his book of plates had so ob-
scured his vision that he did not, or would not, perceivethat it was distinctly stated that the list was not a bibli-
ography, but only a list of those considered by the writer
to be of use to the casual student. He goes out of his way
to say that the list is " strangely incomplete," because it did
not include some articles from his particular pen.He knows full well that ignorance of the authorship of
the article in " Applcton's" was impossible, as it was seen
in proof and several changes urged, some of which were
accepted. Having been considered competent by the
author to look it over before publication, tho writer consid-
ered he was "competent to judge of its merits," and was
convinced that instead of being " the most valuable ever pub-
lished," it was " strangely " misleading in some of its state-
ments, and for this reason it was not mentioned.

Tho article, erroneously credited by a printer's error to
Julius A. Putnam, Jr., and which your correspondent con-
siders tho poorest he ever wrote, is really one of the best
popular articles, and one most likely to stimulate research
in this most fascinating subject.

Why your correspondent should say that " more re-
cently " than " a year or two ago " he loaned two quartovolumes of correspondence to the writer, or what connec-
tion such a loan had to do with the article of October 2d,
it is difficult to imagine. It was over four years since, with
his permission and for the specific purpose of collecting the
cases of poisoning he had noted, that the writer had the
use of his volumes. His cases, thirty-three in number,
were published in the writer's pamphlet on " Mushrooms
and Mushroom Poisoning," and full credit given him there-
for. Credit was also given him for the first set of plates
issued in this country, and also for his zeal in essaying the
edible qualities of many varieties, and again for having the
courage of his conviction that those fatally poisonous were
all to be found among the Amanitas.

Writing of his "Mushrooms of America," tho writer
stated " that while not in every instance correct as to the
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botanical nomenclature has most excellent plates, which
are invaluable to the beginner." To this he took excep-
tion in a personal letter, and asked wherein had been no-
ticed any errors, and expressed surprise that the charts of
Smith were so unhesitatingly recommended, apparently
forgetting he has done the same in his " Appleton " article.
Had he been satisfied to await an answer and not appeared
in print, these criticisms would have been sent to him, and
your indulgence not asked for this reply.

Writing from memory, only one or two errors were in
mind, but since making a critical examination of his platesand text, the conclusion has been reached that, instead of
words of commendation, it should have been written simply,"had some plates valuable to the beginner," meaning that
they were valuable as being the only available set of plateseasily procurable at a low price, and likely to stimulate the
student to further research, that he might be able to sep-
arate the wheat from the chaff. Having written as he did,
and having been told by a bookseller that his pamphlet had
" caused a boom for Palmer's book," the writer feels that
it is his duty to call attention to some of the many inac-
curacies of the work, not only as to the nomenclature, but
in general, as he fully believes that it is as important to
note error as to elucidate truth.

To begin with, Plate I, Fig. 1, of A. campestris, lacks the
distinctive delicate pink or flesh color, by which it is so
easily recognized, and from which it derives its common
name of Pink Gill. At the stage of growth, just bursting
its veil, in which A. arvensis (Fig. 2) is depicted, the gillsshould be white, not dark as given. The spores of A.
cretaceus (Plate IV) are "wholly, as is A. campestris"(vide Stevenson, vol. i, p. 801), that is, dark brown, not
" pink or rosy

"
as stated. The long stems, which are so

characteristic of A. procerus (Plate V), have been ampu-
tated at about their middle, that the figures might fit the
page, thus sacrificing the truthfulness of the otherwise çood
pictures. To say that " equal gills are characteristic of
the whole Russula family " is contrary to all good authori-
ties, as Fries, Berkley, Cooke, Stevenson and others, for
the tribe Compactai of this genus all have unequal gills.
A strong imagination is needed to discern any warts on

Fig. 8, Plate VI, as called for by the description of R.
virescens. Fig. 2, R. heterophylla, has a pileus, veryvariable in color, but all authorities agree that it is " never
reddish or purple," which latter is certainly the color as

represented in this plate.
Plate VII, Fig. 3, lacks the blackish points or dots on

the stem, so characteristic of B. scaber. Fig. 4 is proba-
bly B. miniato-olivaceous, certainly not B. sub-tomentosus.
Fig. ¡3 omits the cracks on the cap, to make it a typical B.
chrysenteron or red-cracked boletus. The coloring of
Fig. C is very poor, but corrected by the text.

Plate VIII, Fig. 1, is a very good representation of, and
should be named, L. cyanthiforme, it lacks the shape of L.
gigantcum, which is depressed, globose, the vertical diam-
eter being less than the horizontal, the former occurs more
frequently and in greater numbers. They are easily dis-
tinguished by the color of the spores, in the latter they are
yellowish-green and dingy-olive, in the first they are pur-ple-brown. Fig. 2 gives no idea of a long stemmed or elon-
gated puff-ball, the common name of L. saccatum.

Plate X, Fig. 2, wiir answer for a poor representation of
A. muscarius, if it is intended that the coloring on the capshould indicate warts. Fig. 3 is not A. phalloides, but is
A. mappa, as is Fig. 4, if wc except the striations on the
margin of the pileus. Warts are not found on the cap of
A. phalloides, the volva in this variety bursting at the top,allowing the pileus to appear quite naked.

Plate XI, Fig. 1, does not show the reticulations on the
stem, which are so characteristic of B. felleus. Figs. 3 and
4 are given as B. luridus, but as authorities say that the
pileus should be umber olivaceous and the pores vermilion
then orange, this is clearly a case of incorrect nomenclature.
To say that " Fig. 3 is easily confounded with Figs. 4 and
5, Plate VII," would imply that the observer was or had
been asleep, or possibly color-blind, for scarcely any three
of the figures of boleti are more unlike, the species them-

selves are very distinct, and in no way likely to be con-
founded.

Enough has been given to justify the statement, " not
in every instance correct as to botanical nomenclature,"
and also to show that the work has other inaccuracies.

The writer's acquaintance with " the various authorities "

so "carefully studied and collated" years ago by your cor-
respondent has not. led him to agree " that a uniform sys-tem of nomenclature is a desideratum," but has convinced
him that the one we have should be correctly employed.Yours vorv trulv.

Edward JacobForster, M.D.
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Deaths roportod 2,525 : under flvo yoars of ago 885 ; principalinfectious diseases (small-pox, measles, diphtheria and croup,diarrhoeal diseases, whooping-cough, erysipelas and fevers) 352,
acute lung diseases 45(i, consumption 297, diphtheria and croup141), typhoid fever 42, scarlet fever 39, measles 32, diarrhoealdiseases 31, whooping-cough 22, erysipolas 17, malarial fever 12,cerehro-spiiuil meningitis 8.

From measles New York 19, Brooklyn 8, Chicago 3, Lawrence
2. From diarrhceal disensos New York 9, Philadelphia 4,Chicago, St. Louis and Lowell 3 each, Fall River 2, Boston,Washington, Charleston, Portland, Cambridge, Lawrence and
Quincy 1 each. From whooping-cough Now York 8, Brooklyn7, Chicago 4, Philadelphia 3. From erysipolas Chicago (¡, NewYork 5, Boston 3, Brooklyn 2, Now Bedford 1. From malarial
fever New York G, Brooklyn 4, Boston and Nashville 1 each.
From cerebro-spinal meningitis Chicago and Brooklyn 2 oacli,New York, Philadelphia, Washington and Lowell 1 each.

In the twenty-eight greater towns of England and Wales with
an estimated population of 9,715,659, for tho week ending Decem-ber 13th, tho death-rate was 21.3. Deaths reported 3,9(i(¡: acute
diseases of tho respiratory organs (London), 487, measles 213,scarlet fever 70, diphtheria G5, whooping-cough 67, diarrhoea 41,fever 37.

Tho death-rates ranged from 12.9 in Cardiff to33.2 in Preston,Birmingham 18.5, Bradford 19.7, Bristol 22.5, Hull 15.6, Leeds20.8, Lolcostor 10.2, Liverpool 21.9, London 21.1, Manchester27.2, Nottingham 18.5, Sheffield 27.4.
In Edinburgh 18.7, Glasgow 22.9, Dublin 20.6.
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